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Lebanon Township in 1963 (now Apple Valley) looking
southeast at the site of the Bob Strese farm under
development by Orrin Thompson. County Road 42 runs
aeross the picture from the right center edge to the upper
left where the runway at Scuthport Airport (42 and
Cedar) is visible. (Minnesota Historical Society photo)

Introduction

The written record is sparse on the history of
Lebanon Township. It was not on the river and no
railroad passed through it. It had no Main Street
or commercial center. The almost-exclusive
occupation in the 19th century was farming, and it
now appears that many of its farmers were not
year-long residents. Local Apple Valley historian
Alan Kohls is aware of some families who moved to
St. Paul during the winter months.

The records that do exist are brief histories from
the 19th century and primary sources like census
rolls, land records, township minutes (road
maintenance was among the leading issues
repeatedly), and the memories of family events.
Fortunately, the Apple Valley Historical
Committee, a local group of history buffs, produced
a history in 1976, which included information on
many of the farm families.

The historian who looks at Lebanon Township
today stands aside an ajar door-open a crack-
revealing pieces of the lives of those who lived in
Lebanon on its beautiful forested hills in its north
and its flat prairie in the south. Revealed is a
history with color. Lebanon Township had an
airport, a horseback riding ranch, a mining
industry (still quite active), acommunity of farming
families. Then, in the early 1960s, in the span of a
few years, it was transformed into a residential
community--a suburb of the Twin Cities that was
renamed Apple Valley.

This glimpse of Lebanon Township and Apple
Valley is a collection of gleanings from its past and
a look at its rapid change and the path it has taken
to become a successful residential community.
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Lebanon Township

Gleanings from Its Past

Setting the stage for settlement

The formation of the Territory of Minnesota on March 3, 1849, set
the stage for the pioneers to settle in Lebanon Township. Although
the young Territory of Minnesota stretched 600 miles from the St.
Croix River to the Missouri River, only the triangle between the St.
Croix and Mississippi rivers was open to settlement. The vast area
west of the Mississippi was Indian territory. The Mdewakaton
Dakota occupied the land which eventually became Dakota County
and Lebanon Township. Primary Mdewakaton villages were Black
Dog’s on the Minnesota River near today’s Cedar Avenue Bridge,
Medicine Bottle’s near Pme Bend, and Kaposia, the largest village,
in northern South St. Paul.l

Acquisition of Indian lands became a dominant concern in the new
territory. During the summer of 1851 President Fillmore appointed
a commission to negotiate with the Dakotfa, which resulted in the
Treaty of Traverse des Sioux, dated July 23, 1851. Congressional
ratification of the treaty finally took place in February 1853 following
amendments in 1852. The treaty ceded to the U.S. the land west of
the Mississippi to the Red River except for reservations set aside for
the Dakota on the upper Minnesota River.

Opened for settlement

In September 1853 the Mdewakaton moved to the Minnesota River.
During the summer of 1854 the ceded land was surveyed and opened
for settlement.? Although it was not offered for sale until 1855,
settlers, speculators, and promoters had rushed across the river after
the 1851 treaty. Historian William Folwell noted,

“They made their claims, opened roads, cut timber, and built houses
and even mills....Thereis a tradition that some impatient immigrants
actually staked out their claims to cover the garden patches of the
Indians....In his report, dated September 1, 1852, Nathaniel McLean
{Indian agent] states that there could be no less than five thousand
white intruders resolved to occupy the country, treaty or no treaty.”?

Many hoped to preempt their claim, to establish a first right to
purchase by staking it, to build a shelter, and to prepare the land for
cultivation.
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A law passed by Congress in 1841 recognized
preemption, but it applied only to surveyed land
offered for sale. While those staking claims before
the sale date were legally trespassers, they counted
on frontier "etiquette" to prevent others from
jumping their claims. Often etiquette was
physically enforced with the help of adjacent
claimants.

Staking a claim and paying for it

Pioneers came to Lebanon on foot, horseback, and
wagon over rough trails, open prairie, and on
woodland paths. Their objective was rich soil, a
source of wood and water, and proximity to a
market to buy supplies and sell their anticipated
farm produce. The price of land was right. The
government sold newly surveyed land at $1.25 per
acre.

For the prospective settler Lebanon’s terrain
offered open prairie in the south and hills with
timber and open spaces in the north. Lakes were
in the northeast (Lake Farquhar) and on the
western border (Lake Alimagnet). The prairie soil
was rich black loam 1-1/2 to 2 feet deep with
gravelly subsoil or red till and loam with clay
subsoil, The northern tier had large stands of oak
except for the northwest corner, which was rocky
and covered by scrub oak and brush. Later,
extensive deposits of gravel were discovered in the
southern and central sections.*

. A sizable amount of land was acquired with
Military Bounty L.and Warrants. The warrants,
often called soldier warrants, were awarded for
military service. They were issued by Congress in
1811, 1812, 1852, and 1855 for parcels ranging
from 40 to 160 acres. The 1852 warrants were
unusual in that they also permitted holders to sell
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them. This provision led to eastern speculators
buying up warrants and acquiring land below the
government price. The most frequently used
warrants in Lebanon were issued in 1855. The
1855 act created 49,491 warrants for 80-acre
tractsg 97,096 for 120 acres, and 114,783 for 160

acres.
We usually think of pioneers as people who stake
a claim for a permanent farm homestead. While
this was the intent of many families, others pulled
up stakes, sold their land, and moved west seeking
better land. Some were speculators making
minimal improvements while they waited for land
values to rise. Others picked sites with water
power, shallow river crossings, or other features
which could make them valuable over time.

The first Lebanon pioneers

Edward D. Neill's History of Dakota County,
published in 1881 gives us the best account of the
early pioneers who made claims in Township 115
North, Range 20 West, the future Lebanon,?

“In the spring of 1855 a party of New England
families consisting of L. Morse and wife, H. J. and
Charles Verrill and wives, G. Wilson and wife, J.
Babb, and K. Wilson started for Minnesota. Babb
settled in Northfield and K. Wilson in Rosemount,
while the rest came to Lebanon and located."®

Henry J. and Charles Verrill each claimed 160

. acres. Henry selected prairie land in the southeast

part of the township and built a log shanty. Charles
Verrill selected timber land to the north. L, Morse
staked 80 acres and G. Wilson 160 in the southeast,
H. Potter 160 in the southwest.

" In the fall of 1855 L. Nason, James Ryan, and R.
Farquhar staked claims; Nason’s was on the
prairie, Ryan’s and Farquhar’s in the northern



timber, Neill’s history relates an anecdote about
Ryan and preemption etiquette:

"At the beginning of winter he [Farquhar] went to
St. Paul to work until the next spring. Soon after
his departure, o party of ten or fwelve Germans
arrived and forthwith determined to jump
Farquhar's claim. They erected o shanty in the
center of the land and began preparations to make
improvements. Ryan, and a number of friends of
Farquhar, emphatically objected to this proceed-
ing, and visited the new settlers to remonsirate with
them. This was effectually done by tearing the shan-
ty down and driving the Germans away.””

In 1856 John Gilman preempted land bordering
Lakeville. His father and brother staked claims in
Lakeville. Later in the year J. Farquhar arrived,
preempting 160 acres in the timber area near
today’s Farquhar Lake.

Several others, including Bainbridge Verrill and
Thomas Scott staked claims during 1856.
Bainbridge Verrill later became the first elected
chairman of the yet-to-be-formed Lebanon
Township. To Thomas Scott and his family goes the
distinction of establishing the longest continuous
residence in the community.

How did they get there?

The majority of 1850s Lebanon pioneers came to
Minnesota by steamboat, landing in Red Wing,
Hastings, or St. Paul. In his history of Dakota
County, Neill states, "There were no roads in the
county worthy of the name until 1853, and even
these were difficult to travel."®

An Indian trail called Black Dog’s Trail passed
through Lebanon on the way from Mendota to the
Big Sioux River. The government authorized funds

to improve it and J.J. Brackett had a stage line-

TRAIL. WAS BLAZED FOR CAPTAIN DODD

Today’s Dodd Road followed the route of an
Indian trail first known as Black Dog’s Trail
and then the Mendota-Big Sioux River Road.

operating over the road in 1854. When the rush for
land peaked in Lebanon in 1856, the Mendota-Big
Sioux River Road was known as the Dodd Road.
The road crossed the extreme southeast corner of
the future township. While probably used little by
claim seekers, the road certainly influenced
settlementin southeastern Lebanon for it provided
a route to market farm produce.

A closer look at a pioneering family

History books and claim records usually identify
only the male head of the family staking a claim.
Sometimes "and wife" appears on the record, never
children or other adults. We used census records to
give a better picture of a family that typified many
immigrant families.

From 1857 census records we learned that
Thomas Scott was born in Ireland in 1817, as was
his wife Mary in 1819 and son James in 1842, On
the basis of their children’s birthplaces, we
presume that the Scotts immigrated to
Pennsylvania between 1843 and 1848, for their
second child Mary was born there in 1848 and a
son, William, was born in Pennsylvania in 1852,
Then they must have moved to Minnesota, since
their daughter Eliza was born in Minnesota in
1856. Like many other pioneers the Scotts moved
several times in search of a permanent homestead.
The 1857 census also shows a William Poole, age

- 35, living at the Scott homestead. While their

18x24-foot cabin was larger than most, its size may
have been the reason two older children were listed
in the 1857 census as living with the Fredus
Carpenter family.

How permanent was a homestead?

We are fortunate that censuses were taken in-

both 1857 and 1860. Since virtually all land in
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UNION TOWNSHIP?

The settlers of Lebanon were citizens of
Union Township for 20 days. Without recorded
explanation by the county commisioners,

- Union Township was dissolved and divided to
form two townships--Lebanon and Burnsville.

Lebanon was claimed by 1857, comparing the
reports gives a good measure of frontier mobility.

*In 1857 there were 213 people; in 1860, 160.
*In 1857 there were 40 households; in 1880, 28.
*Of 40 households in 1857, only 9 reappear in 1860.

During the three years many sold their land to

those who stayed. By the 1870 census only two
families listed in 1857 reappear. It would take until
the 1870s for people to really start to settle in.

Where were they born?

Census records show country of birth. Of the 213
people representing the 40 households in 1857, 67
were born in Ireland, three in Germany, two in
Canada, and one in Scotland. Eleven states,
excluding Minnesota, accounted for 106 births.
Interestingly the 34 born in Minnesota ranged in
age from a few months to 8 years. No adult had been
born west of Ohio. By the 1880 census, birthplaces
represented 20 countries and 19 states. In the 1880
census, Minnesota had become the birthplace of
131 of the total population of 258.

From Township 115 to Union to Lebanon

By February 1855, as claims were being staked,
the county’s boundaries were changed to
approximately what they are today and the county
seat was moved from its original location (Kaposia)
to Mendota.1? Claims were staked using the recent
land survey descriptions. County commissioners
proceeded to establish seven school districts.

As Minnesota approached statehood in 1858, the
territorial legislature changed the county name

from Dakotah to Dakota and again moved the

county seat to the growing city of Hastings.

On April 6, 1858, the county commissioners
divided the county into 17 townships, The name
selected for Lebanon Township was originally
Union Township. Union lasted just 20 days. On
April 26, Union was divided into two townships.
The eastern portion was called Lebanon, the
western, Burnsville, The name was derived from
Lebanon, New Hampshire, the home area of
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Charles and Henry Verrill,

Organizing Lebanon Township

On May 11, 1858, citizens set about organizing
their township.1l They met at the home of W.L.
Hardick, located near today’s Westview School.
The temporary organizing officers were H.J.
Verrill, chairman; H. Potter, moderator; and F.C.
Carpenter, clerk. The attendees then proceeded to
elect Lebanon’s first township officers. B. Verrill
was elected chairman; B.M. James and C.R.
Clough, supervisors; F.C. Clark, treasurer; H.J.
Verrill, assessor; W. Hardick and A.J. Elliott,
constables; H. Potter and J.W. Reed, justices.

Because Lebanon had only 40 households in 1857
and then only 28 in 1860, it is not surprising that
the same people were often elected to public office.
During the formative years 1858 through 1880,
early pioneers J. Gilman, M. Farrell, and M.H.
Sullivan were elected to office most often: Gilman,
16 times; Farrell, 14; Sullivan 13. During several
of the years, the three held two offices at a time.
Supervisor and town clerk were key positions in
early township governments. They were held by
the following during the first ten years:

Supervisor Town Clerk
1859 B, Verriil T.C. Carpenter
1860 B.M. James James Thompson
1861 D. Haines James Thompson
1862 T.C. Carpenter James Elliott
1863 T.C. Carpenter John Gilman
1864 T.C. Carpenter John Gilman
1865 T.C. Carpenter James Thompson

1866 T.C. Carpenter
1867 James B. Gilman
1868 James B. Gilman

About the Verrills

The Vernill family name appears often in early
writings and records of Lebanon. The family
purchased 800 acres of the original tracts in
Lebanon. T'wo brothers, Charles and Henry, settled
in 1855; brothers Bainbridge and George followed
in 1856. Another Verrill, Alonzo, purchased land,
but there is no evidence that he lived in Lebanon.
The Verrills where very active in the organization

M.H. Sullivan
M.H. Sullivan
M.H. Sullivan
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of the township with Charles, Henry, and
Bainbridge serving in elected capacities. The home
of Henry and Margarite Verrill was used for school.
Charles and Laura Verrill later donated a quarter-
acre for a school site, today’s northwest corner of
County Road 42 and Pilot Knob Road. Verrills were
also active in forming the Lebanon Cemetery
Association, and H.J. Verrill was its first secretary.
The Verrills’ community involvement abruptly
ended in the late 1860s with the death of Charles,
George and Bainbridge returning to the Xast, and
Henry moving to Rosemount. The only family
members remaining were Charles’s widow Laura
and their children. Laura married James B.
Gilman, who was also active in community affairs.

Providing shelter then homes
Preparing a shelter was one way a settler could

legitimize a claim. Neill describes many of these -

early structures as "log shanties" or "claim cabins”
and seems to define them as measuring 12x14 feet
or less. Henry Verrill’s first dwelling in 1855 was a
12x14 foot log shanty, about the size of a bedroom
in a home today. Thomas Scott’s was larger than
most, measuring 18x25 feet and described by Neill
as a log house. Most settlers did not live in the log
homes very long. A frame house was the goal. One

exception was the two-story concrete house
measuring 24x36 which Charles Verrill built after
starting with a claim cabin in 1855 and a log house
measuring 18x24 feet in 1857.

According to Neill, the first frame house was built
by Henry Verrill in 1857, a story-and-a-half
structure measuring 12x24 feet.12 But another
account published in the Dakota County Tribune
relates a different story about the earliest frame
house.!3 Fredus Carpenter purchased land in
Lebanon and in the spring of 1855 he travelled to
Anoka to purchase lumber for his home. With his
lumber, he constructed a raft and floated down the
Mississippi to Minneapolis. There, because of St.
Anthony Falls, he disassembled the raft and loaded
it on wagons for an overland haul to the Minnesota
River. He then crossed the Minnesota to reach his
claim in Lebanon. The home was completed by
September 1855 in time for the arrival of his wife
and four sons.

Providing an education

Lebanon had several school districts until it was
consolidated with Rosemount as District 5. An
early school was taught in a small log house near
today’s Westview School. The school term lasted
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