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Reflections of
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This book, started during America’s 200th birthday as
a Bicentennial project, is dedicated to the residents of
Lebanon/Apple Valley, past, present and future. It was
funded in part by a $1,000 grant from the Minnesota Bi-

centennial Commission.
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LEBANON: The first Century

The community known as ”’Apple Valley” is just a baby
as towns go. It officially became the Village of Apple
Valley, Jan. 1, 1969, and most of Apple Valley as it is
seen today, did not exist before the 1960s.

But the city is not redlly as young as it seems. lts
youthfulness, in fact, rests only in its new look and new
name, Apple Valley has o century-long heritage as the
farming commumity of Lebanon Township.

The first settlers reportedly came to Lebanon fram the
east coast in 1855. Among the earliest were Henry J.
and Charles Verrill, who, according to an early history
of the county written in 1881, came from Lebanon, N.H.

The two Verrills and their wives arrived with a party of
New Englanders in 1855. Each took a claim of 160 acres.
Henry Verrill settled near the northwest quadrant of what
is now Pilot Knob Road and County Road 42. He built
a log shanty 12 feet by 14 feet and lived there until
1857, where he built the first fame house in Lebanon.

Charles Verrill made his claim in the timber west of
what is now Johnny Cake Ridge Road around the present
132nd Street. He also built a log house and later a con-
crete house, where he lived until his death.

Other earlier settlers included James Ryan, who came
to Eagan in 1853 or ‘534 and moved on to Lebanon in
1855. R. Farquhar came to Lebanon in the fall of 1855
and tock a claim just north of Charles Verrill. When he
went to 5t. Paul to find work for the winter, a group of
10 or 12 persons came and tried to “jump” Farquhar's
claim, but Ryan and others drove them off.

John Farquhar arrived in 1856 and made his claim on
the northwest shore of what is now Farquar Lake (the
City of Apple Valley dropped the “h" in recent years).
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THE THOMAS SCOTT residence, pictured durin

g the late 1860s, was torn down in 1939 and replaced

Other new arrivals in 1856 were B. Verill and George
Verrill, who later returned to Massachusetts, and Thomas
Scott, who came from northern lreland and made a
claim near what is now County Road 42 and Galaxie
Avenue. His grandson, Frank Scott, owned the homesite
until his death in late 1977.

As more and more people moved into the community,
the time came for Dokota County to organize it as a
town. However, for some reason that remains a mystery,
Lebanon was very briefly part of a slightly larger town
called Union. )

According to an early history of Dakota County, the
county board of commissioners met at Hastings April 6,
1858 and created Union Township. The board met again
April 26, changed the boundaries of Union and created
Lebanon Township out of most of it. ]

The citizens of the new.town met May 11, 1858, at
the home of William L. Hardick, who lived near what is
now Westview Elementary School, for their first town
meeting. Elections were held and B. Verrill (whose first
name may have been Bainbridge) was named chairman;
B. M. James and C. R. Clough, supervisors; F. C. Car-
penter, clerk; Charles Verrill, treasurer; Henry Verrill,
assessor and William Hardick and A. ). Elliott, con-
stables. ]

Until its incorporation as a village almost 101 years
later, Lebanon, like other townships, was governed by a
board of three supervisors and had o town meeting each
spring. At the town meeting in 1863, those attending
voted to raise $50 in real and personal property taxes
(bosed on acreage) to "meet the expenses of the en-
suing year.”
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by a new

structure that now stands on County Rd. 42 between Cedar and Galaxie. Family members are, left to right,
Thomas and Mary Scott; their daughter, Mary; their son; James; and on the porch, Ellen, Lioyd and David Scott.
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